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yuse MEM TIE RE is nothing that gives a 
2 % virtuous Mind more Pain, than 
B'@ to be-accufed of favouring Vice, 





following Letter charges me un- 
juftly with both: As ’tis very 
long, the Compafs of my Paper 
, will not allow me to accompany 
it with proper Reflections. I hall therefore, for the 
refent, only defire my Readers to compare this 
os with that which it refers to, and judge im- 
partially between my Accufer and me. I fhall take 
an Opportunity, very fhortly, of anfwering it, 
with lefs Hezt, but more Truth, than it is wrote, 
and, in the mean time, declare, I do not publith 
it as a Recantation, or Satisfaction for any Injury 
[ have done the virtuous Part of the Sex, IN RE- 
COMMENDING REPUTATION TO THEIR SERIOUS 
CoNsIDERATION. 


To the Author of the Prompter. 


SIR, . 


ce AS I am equally a Stranger to your Perfon and 
. © 


Writings, nothing could have prevailed up- 
“on me, to fend you my Thoughts, but your 
“ Paper of the 21ft of Jazuary lalt ; which feems 
“only calculate to eftablifh Hypocrify, and falfe 
“Reputation, upon the Ruins of Virtue; and you 
“¢ may be affured, that will always be refented by 
“ thofe who have a Regard for the moft delicate 
“¢ and beautiful Part of the Creation. 


“ Ir is fcarce to be imagined, you could rafhly 
“ afflume the Character of PRoMPTER to the 
“ Publick, efpecially to the Tender Sex, without 
* confidering the neceffary Qualifications of fuch 
“an Office ; and knowing, that as a Writer ought 
“¢ to have a juft and perfect Senfe of the Topicks 
“¢ he treats of, fo nothing is more dangerous than 
propagating, with a fupercilious Afluraiice, To- 
picks tending demonttrably to the Ruin of thofe 
for whom you fay .your Labours are defigned : 
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and propagating it openly. The . 
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And yet, Sir, review your Paper impartially, and 
you muft own, you have fet up an odious Cha- 
racter againft a beautiful one, the more com- 
mendable for being feldom met wiih, which 
may give your Readers Reafon to fufpect, Mr. 
Prompter has no other Idea of his Duty, than 
what was given by the Perfon who may have 
furnifhed him with the Title. — You prompt 
them to act a fictitious Part in the Eye of the 
World, while you give them free Scope to do 
whatever they will behind the Scenes. 


“ Now, Sir, as I have no View but your 
Amendment, I would not be fufpected of doin 

you 7 Injuftice, nor of laying hold of iaih 
Expreffions ; and therefore ft fhall (as far as is 
neceffary) fet forth the Characters you have drawn, 
with fome Paflages relating to them, in your 
own Words. — The two Ladies you mention, 
are reprefented to be to the fame Degree vio- 
lently in Love, Prudentia with Leontius, Leonora 
with Torrifmond, the unhappy Similitude of their 
Fortunes prevents either from the wifh’d-for 
Union; their Conduct differs only in this, your 
Heroine Prudentia endeavours to conquer her 
Paffion, while fhe feels the greateft Happinefs in 
the Thought of being united to Leotius 3 but in 
the little Profpect there is of it, the forbears 
what you elegantly call the dangerous Intimacy, of 
feeing her Lover. You are pleafed to add, that 
fhe may at length get the better of her Paffion, 
by this Method. I muft own, Sir, this, with 
another Paffage, where you fay, Caz Leonora 
deny berfelf the imexpreffible Satisfaction an Union 
with Torrifmond would procure, BECAUSE ViR- 
TUE WILL NOT PERMIT AN UNLAWFUL ONE, 
and Prudence bids them keep afunder? And will 
this fame Leonora, who can gain sucH a Vic- 
tory over INCLINATION, DestRE, and Passion, 
let loofe the Tongues of all her Female Acquaint- 
ance, rather than give up the TRIFLING SATIs- 
FACTION of SEEING or CONVERSING with Tor- 
rifmond, ¢c.? I fay, by the former Opinion, 
and this Paffage, your Notions of Love feem 
“ extremely 











“ extremely coarfe. Were you at all acquainted 
& with the Flame of virtuous Love, you would 
“ know, as it is not to be conquered, but burns 
“ the ftronger for being oppos'd, fo no Love 
« whatfoever can be extinguifhed, while Happine/s 
“ is enjoyed in the Thoughts of being united to the 
<< Objecé : Nay, there can be no ftronger Evidence 
“ of a remaining Affection, no furer way to fix 
it in the Heart, than this very Method you have 
< found out todeftroy it. [ may venture to affirm, 
“ the Satisfaction Lovers have in feeing and con- 
« wverfing together (which you think ¢rifling) is 


nw 


<¢ fuch, that without it, Love amongft rational © 


“ Creatures muft be banifhed, and Brutes enjoy 
< all the Pleafures of that heavenly Paffion, in as 
“ eminent a Degree as {uperior Beings. 


« [ NEED not trouble myfelf with a Repetition 
«¢ of the Terms of your Charge againft Leovora’s 
< Conduct; all I can find of her, is, that fhe ad- 
< mits the Vifits of Torrifmond; feafoned indeed 
« with too many four Glances, which none, upon 
« due Reflection, can think fhe at all deferves. 
<¢ From the Picture even You have drawn of her, 
<“ there feems no Reafon to imagine fhe can be 
< guilty of any Slip contrary to Virtue. Her indulge- 
«¢ ing a Paffion not in her Power to conquer, even 
“to fo fmall a Degree, as feeing the Man the 
< loves (and: the very Name of Torrifmond implies 
«¢ he is one worthy of the Love he has raifed) is 
«¢ the Occafion of your Spleen. You fay, fhe does 
“ nothing to preferve her Reputation: True, Sir, 
« but fhe does nothing to lofe it ; and if feeing 
< her Lover beall her Fault, I fee no Occafion fhe 
«“ has to do any thing to preferve that Reputation 
« which is far beyond the Power of Malice: As 
¢ fhe does not think of lofing her Virtue, the is 
“ not folicitous what becomes of her Reputation 
<< when the other is.gone; and indeed, how her 
« Reputation, or any Body’s, can fuffer, in the Eye 
« of the juft and thinking Part of the World, from 
« her preferving a Paffion they muft approve of, I 
« leave you to explain. 


« TI sHALL, next, take a View of the Sentiments 
« you have appropriated to each, and, I am con- 
< fident, placing them together muft convince ev’ry 
« one, that Mr. Prompter is miftaken entirely in 
« his Application of the weak Breaft, and that 
« great Grains of Allowance are abfolutely necef- 
< fary for his Favourite Prudentia, while the other 
<¢ wants none, and that the more charitable Wi/b 
« is, that every Prudentia may become a Leonora. 
« You fay, Prudentia thinks the beft Security her 
“< Virtue can have, is an unattacked Reputation. 
«¢ Now, I cannot fee how a Thing which owes its 
“< Being to a preferved Virtue, and is truly only a 
«“ Confequence of it, can at all be a Security to 
<¢ what muft of Neceflity be fully fecured before 
<< the other can have Exiftence. A fham Reputation 
«< may indeed pafs fome fhort Time upon the un- 
< obferving World ; but who of common Senfe, 
< could ever defire fuch a tranfitory one ? Leonora 
“ thinks, and juftly thinks, the only Security her 
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Reputation can, or ought to have, is, 2 Condug 
ftrictly virtuous; an Opinion founded on Judge. 

~ + oO 
ment, and approved of by all who are not hur. 
ried away with Envy of her HappineS. 


© IT sHALL conclude with one Paffage more, 


“ fraught with fuch monftrous Affertions, chat [ 
“ cannot pafs it over in Silence: You fy, 4 
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Woman that has loft her Virtue, may {till enjo 
all the Pleafures of Life, as long gs the World 
remains ignorant of that Circumftame ; ber pri- 
vate Grief belongs to herfelf alone, and is confin'd 
to her Clofet : Whereas {he that has loft her Re- 
“ putation, tho’ fhe preferves her Virtue, throws 
< herfelf out of the Pale of Female Enjoyments, and 
“ is alone in a Crowd. I am furprized, Sir, to fee 
“¢ Vice propagated openly: You really muft have a 
“ ftrange Idea of the Pleafures of Life, if you ima- 
“ gine any thing can be exjoyed (by thofe who are 
“ not abandoned) while Peace of Mind is wanting. 
< No, Sir, her private Grief (as you call it, is not 
“ confined to her Clofet, it will, and muft attend 
“ her where-ever fhe goes, and rob her of all 
“manner of Enjoyment. It is certainly true, 
“¢ where the Mind is not at reft, where the in- 
“ ward Satisfaction arifing from a _ well-ordered 
“Life is wanting, there can -be no Pleafure, no 
“¢ Happinefs, but all is Mifery and Difquiet. 


« T HAVE already obferved, that none can lof 
“¢ their Reputation while their Virtue is preferved; 
« Malice or Envy may ‘pread Scandal, but thar 
“ will always recoil with double Strength upon the 
« Authors: And fhe who preferves her Virtue, is 
“ fo far from being without the Pale of Female 
“ Exjoyments, that none but fuch can enjoy any 
“ thing, and are never lefs alone than when in 
“¢ Private. 


« T HAVE now given you my Thoughts. upon 
“ your Paper, and hope you are fenfible of the 
« Injury to Leonora you have attempted, aggravated 
« by a Letter you have been fo kind to write to 
 yourfelf, in her Name, in your Paper, N°. 24. 
«¢ which I fhall pafs over, trufting you will publilh 
“¢ this, as your Recantation, and the only Satisfac- 
“ tion you can make to the virtuous Part of the 
« Fair Sex. I am, 


SIR, 


Your Prompter, and 


February 3. 1734-5. 
~ Humble Servant, 
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M. B. 








In N°. XXV. for Celces read Cebes. 
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